
 

Attorney General Dave Yost 

30 E. Broad St., 14th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 
 

July 13, 2020 
 

Dear Attorney General Yost: 
 

In the midst of an unprecedented number of challenges for the city of Toledo, 

four members of Toledo City Council – Tyrone Riley, Larry Sykes, Gary Johnson, 
and Yvonne Harper – were recently arrested and charged by the Department of 

Justice with felony counts of bribery and extortion.  
 

This has not only outraged Toledoans who expect their elected officials to hold 

themselves to the highest of ethical standards, but has also made it impossible 
to conduct the business of the city while these four officials act as if nothing has 

changed. Particularly now, the ability to conduct the people’s business without 
delay is essential. 

 
Immediately after these charges were made public, we both called upon these 

four officials to resign their offices. While they are entitled to a presumption of 

innocence until found guilty, they are not entitled to their offices if remaining 
there will make it difficult for the city government to carry-out its business with 

the trust and support of our residents. 
 

This past Thursday, we again publicly called upon these four to resign by 

Sunday, July 12th at 6:00 p.m. If they did not, we made clear that we would ask 
your office to begin proceedings to suspend them from their public offices as 

provided for by Ohio law. 
 

Sadly, not one of these four Council members resigned by that deadline. 

 
Thus, we ask that you exercise the power provided to the Attorney General 

under Ohio Revised Code § 3.16 to begin proceedings to suspend these four 
officials from their offices – these four local officials having been charged with 

felonies related to official conduct. This action will protect the taxpayers and 
afford all involved with due process. 

 

We believe that this long-standing Ohio procedure will provide fair and due 
process to these officials. We also believe that if these officials are suspended 

from office, it will help to restore confidence in our local government and allow 
the business of the city of Toledo to move forward. 

 

Please let our offices know if there is anything else we can do to assist with this 
request. Thank you for your timely consideration of this critical matter.  

 
Sincerely yours,

 
 

 

 
Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz 

 
 

 
 

 

 
City Council President Matt Cherry  


